
Friday 8th March 2024

Dear all who are associated with Sunnydown,

Finally, some signs of spring are here: Mr Andy Wort - our Site Manager - has mown the lawn and the smell of cut
grass has everyone excited for warmer days.

As always a busy week here at school: on Tuesday, two teams attended a basketball competition, with one of the teams
making the final. They were, by all accounts, very impressive, standing their ground against a very good - and very
physical - team, but they did us proud, never taking backward steps, and only narrowly lost out. We then had a further
two offsite trips on Thursday and Friday with students from Year 7 and Year 8 respectively going to Sayers Croft to
enjoy activities such as team building, den building and zip wiring led by qualified instructors. Reports have come
back of students cheering each other on and having a wonderful day. In talking to Mr Wright, he was particularly
impressed by the resilience shown by some of our students, powering through, even though the activity was well out of
their comfort zone. On Tuesday, our art students visited the National Portrait Gallery - more details and photographs
below.

We are also excited to announce that we are entering a small team into the National Poetry by Heart competition.
Students have chosen their poems from both pre and post 1914 and are going to enter either the solo categories or the
group choral speaking categories. These students are rehearsing outside of class time and are excited about potentially
being invited to perform up in London.

Feeling proud of our students doesn't require them to get up on stage in front of an audience (although we feel
immensely proud if that does happen); we feel pride in your sons and notice all the efforts they make and
achievements they gain each day, from manners such as holding doors open for others, speaking politely and practising
emotional intelligence to regulate themselves.

We continue to ensure that everyone is kept safe by monitoring use of mobile devices; your continued support is much
appreciated in this matter.

Resilience was once again in evidence when students were told in Monday's assembly that one wallaby was very ill
and was likely to pass away that day, which sadly it did. Students respectfully stayed away from the enclosure. A
professional wallaby breeder is going to visit and take the last wallaby back whilst we extend the enclosure and decide
on our next steps and possible inhabitants!

Finally parents evening: on Wednesday it was the opportunity for our Year 7 parents to come and meet their son's
teachers and each other, to discuss all aspects of the curriculum so far, any assessments undertaken, and progress
made, particularly in relation to being classroom ready. It was a really lovely evening; it is so heartening to hear that
your sons come home with positive stories about their day, feeling safe and just happy to be at Sunnydown.

Sunnydown really is a happy place to be - to study and to learn. We work tirelessly to ensure that your sons have the
best that we can provide for them - the range of activities within lessons, the support from the Pastoral Team, the 1:1



and small group targeted provision from the academic support team, therapies, music lessons, sports fixtures, art trips
… too many wonderful opportunities and experiences to list.

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend.

Andrea Jensen (Lead for the Quality of Education)

AQA Cycling Award

This week students from Years 8, 9 and 10 received their long awaited and well deserved AQA awards for cycling
proficiency. Well done to one and all.

Gabe
Attendance

Congratulations to 8C for achieving 100% attendance for the week ending 1st March.

Trip to National Portrait Gallery

The Year 10 and 11 GCSE Art students had a great day this week at the National Gallery studying some artwork from
a primary source. We were so proud of the way they studied the artwork and related it to their project work. Well
done!

Online Safety

Please see the flyer at the end of the newsletter re ‘What Parents and Educators Need to know about Tekken 8.’



Thought for the Week
(W/C 4th March 2024)

World Book Day 2024 - You are a reader

Thought for the Week
(W/C 11th March 2024)

Red Nose Day - Supporting those less fortunate

Mathematician of the Week The recipient of Mathematician of the Week, awarded by Mrs Webb is

Eddie Smith
(7P)

For working hard and doing really well in his angles assessment
& awarded by Mr Zadok is

Callum Lagan
(11C)

Work ethic

Scientist of the Week The recipient of Scientist of the Week, awarded by Ms Hristova is

Taylor Conway
(10T)

For his resilience, cooperation & engagement

Artist of the Week The recipient of Artist of the Week, awarded by Mrs Ogle is

Freddie Collins
(8W)

For his fantastic animation ideas this week

Writer of the Week The recipient of Writer of the Week, awarded by Mrs Palmer is
KS3

Alfie Monk
(9N)

For his consistent engagement & effort with studying MacBeth
KS4

& awarded by Miss Newcombe is

Charlie McSorley
(10D)

For his creative & varied sentence styles

Chef of the Week The recipient of Chef of the Week, awarded by Mrs Hull is

Teddy Foster
(10D)

For consistent effort & positive approach

Musician of the Week The recipient of Musician of the Week, awarded by Mr Smith is

Alex Pereira
(8W)



Baton Award

George McGookin
(7P)

For supporting others and putting them first

Pet of the Week

George Whatling (11M) has sent in these great photos of his pet Gecko called Gizmo.

House Points

House Points

Jamie Rogers 900 House Points

Taylor Conway 750 House Points

Harry Vaughan 600 House Points

Logan East 600 House Points

Leo Sumsion 550 House Points

Robert Hall 550 House Points

Antony Harper 500 House Points

Sonny Chater 500 House Points

Forthcoming Events 2024

Date Description
Monday 11thMarch SSSSA Swimming Gala
Tuesday 12th March Bikeability Level 2 - Group 2
Thursday 14th March Bikeability Level 2 - Group 2
Friday 15th March INSET DAY
Wednesday 20thMarch KS4 Tag-Rugby
Thursday 21st March KS3 Tag-Rugby
Friday 22nd March Poetry Workshop
Monday 25th March KS4 Basketball
Monday 25th March KS3 Football Fixture 1



Monday 25th March Years 7&8 - Naturally Talented Me Introduction Session
Wednesday 27th March Year 9 and 10 Curriculum Evening
Thursday 28th March Early Finish 1.20pm
Tuesday 2nd-12th April EASTER HOLIDAYS
Wednesday 24th April Year 11 Parents’ Evening 4.00pm - 6.00pm
Friday 3rdMay Kenley Bike Event - Year 9
Tuesday 7th May Kenley Bike Event - Year 8
Wednesday 8th May Kenley Bike Event - Year 11
Thursday 9th May Kenley Bike Event - Year 10
Tuesday 14th May Kenley Bike Event - Year 7
Wednesday 15th - Friday 17th May Year 9 Residential Trip
Monday 27th-31st May HALF TERM
Saturday 1st June SunnyFest
Wednesday 5th June Year 8 - HPV 1 Dose
Wednesday 19th June Year 10 Parents’ Evening 4.00pm - 6.00pm
Thursday 20th June Scheduled Formal Graduation event
Monday 24th June Prospero Performance
Friday 28th June School trip to The Arc
Tuesday 2nd July Prospero Performance - Beauty & The Beast
Tuesday 23rd July END OF TERM




