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Friday 8" March 2024

Dear all who are associated with Sunnydown,

Finally, some signs of spring are here: Mr Andy Wort - our Site Manager - has mown the lawn and the smell of cut
grass has everyone excited for warmer days.

As always a busy week here at school: on Tuesday, two teams attended a basketball competition, with one of the teams
making the final. They were, by all accounts, very impressive, standing their ground against a very good - and very
physical - team, but they did us proud, never taking backward steps, and only narrowly lost out. We then had a further
two offsite trips on Thursday and Friday with students from Year 7 and Year 8 respectively going to Sayers Croft to
enjoy activities such as team building, den building and zip wiring led by qualified instructors. Reports have come
back of students cheering each other on and having a wonderful day. In talking to Mr Wright, he was particularly
impressed by the resilience shown by some of our students, powering through, even though the activity was well out of
their comfort zone. On Tuesday, our art students visited the National Portrait Gallery - more details and photographs
below.

We are also excited to announce that we are entering a small team into the National Poetry by Heart competition.
Students have chosen their poems from both pre and post 1914 and are going to enter either the solo categories or the
group choral speaking categories. These students are rehearsing outside of class time and are excited about potentially
being invited to perform up in London.

Feeling proud of our students doesn't require them to get up on stage in front of an audience (although we feel
immensely proud if that does happen); we feel pride in your sons and notice all the efforts they make and
achievements they gain each day, from manners such as holding doors open for others, speaking politely and practising
emotional intelligence to regulate themselves.

We continue to ensure that everyone is kept safe by monitoring use of mobile devices; your continued support is much
appreciated in this matter.

Resilience was once again in evidence when students were told in Monday's assembly that one wallaby was very ill
and was likely to pass away that day, which sadly it did. Students respectfully stayed away from the enclosure. A
professional wallaby breeder is going to visit and take the last wallaby back whilst we extend the enclosure and decide
on our next steps and possible inhabitants!

Finally parents evening: on Wednesday it was the opportunity for our Year 7 parents to come and meet their son's
teachers and each other, to discuss all aspects of the curriculum so far, any assessments undertaken, and progress
made, particularly in relation to being classroom ready. It was a really lovely evening; it is so heartening to hear that
your sons come home with positive stories about their day, feeling safe and just happy to be at Sunnydown.

Sunnydown really is a happy place to be - to study and to learn. We work tirelessly to ensure that your sons have the
best that we can provide for them - the range of activities within lessons, the support from the Pastoral Team, the 1:1



and small group targeted provision from the academic support team, therapies, music lessons, sports fixtures, art trips
... too many wonderful opportunities and experiences to list.

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend.

Andrea Jensen (Lead for the Quality of Education)

AQA Cycling Award

This week students from Years 8, 9 and 10 received their long awaited and well deserved AQA awards for cycling
proficiency. Well done to one and all.
Gabe

Attendance
Congratulations to 8C for achieving 100% attendance for the week ending 1% March.

Trip to National Portrait Gallery

The Year 10 and 11 GCSE Art students had a great day this week at the National Gallery studying some artwork from
a primary source. We were so proud of the way they studied the artwork and related it to their project work. Well
done!

Online Safety

Please see the flyer at the end of the newsletter re ‘What Parents and Educators Need to know about Tekken 8.’



Thought for the Week Thought for the Week
(W/C 4™ March 2024) (W/C 11"™ March 2024)
World Book Day 2024 - You are a reader Red Nose Day - Supporting those less fortunate
Mathematician of the Week The recipient of Mathematician of the Week, awarded by Mrs Webb is
Eddie Smith
(7P)
For working hard and doing really well in his angles assessment
& awarded by Mr Zadok is
Callum Lagan
(110)
Work ethic
Scientist of the Week The recipient of Scientist of the Week, awarded by Ms Hristova is
Taylo(li gf))nway
For his resilience, cooperation & engagement
Artist of the Week The recipient of Artist of the Week, awarded by Mrs Ogle is
Freddie Collins
(8W)
For his fantastic animation ideas this week
Writer of the Week The recipient of Writer of the Week, awarded by Mrs Palmer is
KS3
Alfie Monk
(ON)

For his consistent engagement & effort with studying MacBeth
KS4
& awarded by Miss Newcombe is
Charlie McSorley
(10D)

For his creative & varied sentence styles

Chef of the Week The recipient of Chef of the Week, awarded by Mrs Hull is
Teddff Foster
(10D)

For consistent effort & positive approach




Pet of the Week

George Whatling (11M) has sent in these great photos of his pet Gecko called Gizmo.
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House Points

Jamie Rogers | 900 House Points

Taylor Conway | 750 House Points

Harry Vaughan | 600 House Points

Logan East | 600 House Points

Leo Sumsion | 550 House Points

Robert Hall | 550 House Points

Antony Harper | 500 House Points

Sonny Chater | 500 House Points

Forthcoming Events 2024

Date Description

Monday 11" March SSSSA Swimming Gala
Tuesday 12" March Bikeability Level 2 - Group 2
Thursdai 14™ March Bikeabilii Level 2 - Groui 2
Wednesday 20" March KS4 Tag-Rugby

Thursday 21* March KS3 Tag-Rugby

Friday 22 March Poetry Workshop

Monday 25" March KS4 Basketball

Monday 25" March KS3 Football Fixture 1




Monday 25" March

Years 7&8 - Naturally Talented Me Introduction Session

Wednesday 27" March Year 9 and 10 Curriculum Evening
Thursday 28" March Early Finish 1.20pm

Wednesday 24" April Year 11 Parents’ Evening 4.00pm - 6.00pm
Friday 3" May Kenley Bike Event - Year 9

Tuesday 7" May Kenley Bike Event - Year 8

Wednesday 8" May Kenley Bike Event - Year 11

Thursday 9" May Kenley Bike Event - Year 10

Tuesday 14™ May

Kenley Bike Event - Year 7

Wednesday 15" - Friday 17™ May

Year 9 Residential Trip

Saturday 1* June SunnyFest

Wednesday 5" June Year 8 - HPV 1 Dose

Wednesday 19" June Year 10 Parents’ Evening 4.00pm - 6.00pm
Thursday 20" June Scheduled Formal Graduation event @
Monday 24™ June Prospero Performance

Friday 28" June School trip to The Arc

Tuesday 2™ July

Prospero Performance - Beauty & The Beast




Ak Thee Hotbonal College, our WakelpWednesdoy guldes empower ond equilp parents, corers and educotcrs with the confidence and proctlcal skills i be able e hove informaed and oge-—opproprksts
convarsations with ehildran about onling sotaty, mantal heatth ond wollbsng, ond olimate changs, Fermary doiwred by Notanol Onding Solaty, the o guides now oooress wWider topics and thamas,

For furthar guides, hints and tips, pleoase vis) Itnutlmul:ollcgc.ctm

What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

TEKKENS —
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Thirty years after its debut on the original PlayStation, the Tekken franchise is back with its eighth
mainstream instalment. & one-on-one fighting game series in the same vein as Street Fighter and Mortal
WHAT ARE Kombat, Tekken 8 can be commended for its relative lack of in-game purchases — but there's still plenty
to censider in keeping young players safe from potential hazards,

THE RISKS?

S

FUTURE SPENDING? /=«

Takdken B corrles a FEG| 16 roting, with the
ossessors noding its wiolance, occosional
profonity and in-gome purchase options. The
|atter Issue, howaver, is a littles ditferent to whiat
you may expect from a modern game: unlibe
rmeany high-profile releases, Tekikon 8's content
is oll aocessible withowt spending any extra
rmaney. The exceptions ore naw charocters,
which will become available te purchase
separately in the future.
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COPYCAT RISK

With eharactars llying acrons tha serean using o
rriixbune of authentic and fantastical fighting
atybas, yeunger hildren and irmprassianable
teans may find themashves temptad to copy
Ehair Moveurite charactars oF act out thalr ages
fights In real lile. This could simply amount te
harmbass fun - But could alsa aoaily lead to
aceldents, injury ond distrass | young gemars
SLart aetually landing blows,
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VIOLENT GAMEPLAY

As o fighting game, Takken 3's gameploy

is heavily based on punching, kicking and
throwing cpponents arcund - while some
choracters’ attacks occosionally involve
wepons. Most of the violence ks comporatively
cartoonish in its emecution and kecking in gore,
but the foct remaing that the action still revolves
entirely arcund intense comibat and indlicting
damage on an spponant.
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FAMILY CONFLICT &

Tekken &'s story made, "The Dark Swakens',
foecuses on bwo of the ssries’ most impartant
characters = Kazuya and Jin, a father and son
wha have besn warring far years. The sight of
vaa farmily members physically fighting each
ather may be hard to understand (and difficult
o dedl with) for same children = causing
confurion and concern aver why relatives wauld
il b el G anather
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RANKED ONLINE PLAY

Takken & leoiures an amay of anling rmocdas -
micst notably its ‘Ronked” section, whets players
baiila to recch the top apot of o waorldwide
eaderaard. Many playars will Sadicote
skgniticant amounts of time to proctising and -
whils tha challengs can bs fun — soma of thess
migtches con get extrarmaly com patithee,
Children could become obsassad with climbing
tha rankings and dedicate an unheolthy
amont of time B the Gama or graw angry i
they wind up ona ksing streak.
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ONLINE CONTACT =

Tekken B dossn't offer voice chot by dedault, but
a player's plotiorm ID is visible (such as their

Pl ion Metaork I3, Steam acoount or Xbox
gamertag). Rival ployers con, therefore, reach
out vin messages if they wish. Given the gome's
fiercely competitive nature, these
commisnications can potentially put children at
rizk of online abuse if their spponent s a
pnrliculﬂrry sore loser.
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Advrce For Parents & Educators @0

TRY IT OUT YOURSELF

As with many populor games, we'd recommand checking it owt for yourselt in

-

*- ~J EXERCISE voun JUDGEMENT

while Tekken & features o sort of ‘'spray” impoct affect when ottocks land, its

mot the kind of gome thot most observers would describe as gory (wniiioe, for Instance,
the Mortol Kombat franchise). Of course, ony fighting gome worthy of the nome will
include a significant degres of wislence — but the level at which the botthes in Tekken
are pitched moy not be an issue for same children.
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CONTROL COMMUNICATIONS

IFa child plays Tekken online with anyens apart frorm their friends, then parents
carers could consider restricting communications = such s shutting off the
Faility to be messaged by ather players (althaugh the child's profile nam e will still be
build young people’s confidence and physical fitness, as well as providing owenues displayed) = 1o reduce the chance of contact from strangers, This con be dane via the

for making new friends. canseke's aEtalnl setlings or threugh the child's Steam account (i playing en pel
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Meet Qur Expert

Edinor b Chisl of gamdng and s ports site S0Recon, Uieyd Coarmbas s
workad in tha gomas madio Ndustry ber five years, Ha's ployed evary Takkan
tithe sinca the sedkes bagan ond, os o parent, alse voluss the nportanss of
anline satety. Writing mainly abowt tech and fitness, his erticles hawe Been
publizshad on influentlal sltes Including 1G4 and TechBadar

advanca it yau have ony concams, in the cose of Tekken B, there's o free denms
warslon avallabée (for ofl plotiorms) which lets you exparience fights with a handhul
of the characters: a useful way of estoblishing first-hand whather somae children
might fired the gorme's viclence to be teo Intense.

MARTIAL ARTS MOTIVATION?

With chorocters utilising real-world fighting styles such as fu-jitsu, boxing and
kickboxing, Tekicen could represent on opportunity to chonnal a child's fondness for
the gome info a bensficial interest in real-world martial arts. Classes can help to

X @wake_up_weds n fwuw.thenationalcollege @wake.upwednesday ¢t @wake.upweds

Usars of this guide de 5o ot their own discretion. Mo llabllity |s entered into. Current as of the date of rejease: 068,03 3024




