
Friday 23rd September 2022

Dear all who are associated with Sunnydown,

The Baton is a weekly award and recognises one instance of a young person demonstrating qualities that we encourage
in all our students.  It could be persevering with a difficult task, helping a mate, showing great resilience or even
showing empathy to another person. Though it is usually awarded to a single person, it can be awarded to a group.
When there are many nominations, we may mention all of them, but again only award the Baton to one instance.

The Baton itself is a relay baton from the 2012 Olympic games and is awarded weekly during Friday assembly.
Whoever receives this award comes to the front of the assembly, listens to the story of why they were awarded the
Baton, and then keeps it safe for the week before returning it for the next presentation.  Receiving the Baton is a huge
honour to be aspired to and I express my congratulations to all students who are able to receive this acclaimed
recognition.

Visit by Sandra Morrison, Jim Nunns and Kate Nicholson (SCC)

Assistant Directors for Inclusion and Additional Needs Sandra Morrison, Jim Nunns and Kate Nicholson visited
Sunnydown today.  We started with a  warm drink in the BBQ Hut with the fire on, and then toured the school visiting
several classes.  We saw towers being built, books being read, and games being played with all students actively
engaged in their tasks.  Our visitors also commented on the quality of the DIY projects around the school including the
sensory garden near the BBQ Hut.  They took the opportunity of photographing our wallabies (who continue to settle
in very well).  When I explained that we also have our very own cycle mechanic workshop and burger van, they
commented on the array of opportunities all students who attend Sunnydown have.

We discussed EHCPs and the process to review them, transport, the process to become an academy (no decision has
been made in that regard for Sunnydown to date) and the possibility of Sunnydown expanding.

Our visitors left feeling very reassured of the quality of education being received here at Sunnydown, and impressed
with the behaviour and levels of engagement of all students they were introduced to.

Visits like this are such a pleasure, only made possible through the hard work of my entire staff team, and the trust that
students and their families place in us to help them through their 5 year journey at Sunnydown.  Thank you to one and
all.

Communication and Interaction

Sunnydown is classified as a Communication and Interaction Needs (CoIN) school, often associated with Autism
(ASD).  We are not a school that specialises in difficult behaviours.



On occasion, some students will demonstrate some challenging behaviours, but these are often able to be explained or
understood in the context of the difficulties that child has with communication.

Some behaviours that are causing concern currently are bad language, rudeness to staff and disengagement from
lessons and learning.

Please don’t be offended if you receive a phone call regarding the behaviour of your son.  We are simply sharing our
observations.  Inappropriate behaviour will always be addressed, and where necessary sanctions put in place.  Your
support in understanding what we are trying to achieve, and discouraging inappropriate behaviour, is appreciated.

Surrey Fire and Rescue Service Open Day at Godstone Fire Station – Open for people with
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities from 11am

On Saturday 1st October, Surrey Fire and Rescue Service will be hosting their Service Open Day at Godstone Fire
Station.

The open day officially starts at midday, but doors will be opening early to allow those with Special Educational
Needs and Disabilities to attend from 11am.  Please bear in mind that the doors will open to the public at midday and
these events are often very busy and noisy.

Food Lessons

This is a reminder that all students should have their cooking hats and aprons for their weekly Food & Nutrition
lessons.  Many students are arriving without them on a regular basis.  If replacements are required, these can be
purchased from the school office.

Additionally can any plastic boxes which come home with the students cooking creations in, be cleaned and returned
to school as soon as possible.  We have now run out of our supplies.

Mrs Hull

Friends of Sunnydown

Friends of Sunnydown AGM - This will be held on 20th October.  All are welcome, including new members.

Quiz Night - *Save the date* - our quiz night is back on Friday 11th November!  We look forward to seeing you at this
popular event, hopefully also extending a warm welcome to our new Year 7 parents and students.  Further details to
follow shortly.

SunnyFest - A music festival for the wider community will be held here at school on Saturday 3rd June 2023.

Golf day at Foxhills (Farleigh) will be held on Tuesday 6th June.  Please save the date and support all FoS initiatives.
More information will be published in coming weeks.

Unique Art Awards

We are very proud of our students who did really well at the Unique Art awards on Friday -

- Teddy Foster (9D) gained 2nd place for photography and Alexander Hennessy (10M) gained 3rd place!
- George Whatling (10M) received 3rd place for his digital art, but was unable to attend the presentation.



All boys received a voucher for an art shop.  Below are photos from the event.

Surrey College Open days 2022-23

Please see the dates below for local college open days.  We recommend that all Year 10 and 11 students endeavour to
visit a couple of colleges to support their transition to Post 16 education.  The colleges usually host a second series of
open days in the new year.  This is not an extensive list so please check any additional local colleges websites for
details of their open day events.

College Location Date of open days

East Surrey College Redhill Wednesday 21st September

NESCOT Ewell & Epsom Wed 28th September
Sat 15th October
Wed 23rd November

Reigate College Reigate Tuesday 4th October

Brooklands College Ashford

Weybridge

Thursday 6th October
Thursday 23rd February

Tuesday 11th October
Saturday 19th November

Merrist Wood Worplesdon, Guildford Wednesday 5th October

Guildford College Guildford Wednesday 12th October

Year 11 - College applications

https://www.esc.ac.uk/
https://www.nescot.ac.uk/
https://www.reigate.ac.uk/
https://www.brooklands.ac.uk/
https://merristwood.activatelearning.ac.uk/
https://guildford.activatelearning.ac.uk/


Y11 will be afforded a Post 16 transition meeting this term to support them and their transition to the right Post 16
placement. Colleges recommend that applications are made before Christmas as courses can fill up. Please don’t worry
if you haven’t submitted an application by then as colleges are open to applications as late as the summer holidays.
The students will also have the opportunity to engage in a practice interview here at Sunnydown with our Finance
Officer.

Year 10 - Work Experience

Schools no longer have an obligation to incorporate Work Experience placements at KS4 however we at Sunnydown
value the impact it can have and encourage all pupils to take up the opportunity. It can have an extremely positive
impact on classroom performance in year 11 as many of the pupils will have a clearer idea of what they want to do
and crucially what they need to attain to achieve their goals. Tutors have been discussing potential placements with
pupils since the beginning of the year and most have an idea of what they would like to do.

Arranging the placement is a parental responsibility but we are happy to support you with ideas and contacts if
required. Usually students will look to find a placement in their local area.  Due to the challenges we have all faced
with Covid we appreciate that 5 day placements may be a challenge to negotiate with employers, therefore we suggest
students aim to complete one or a series of the following options:

1. A traditional 5 day placement with a single employer.
2. A couple of one day placements in different settings.
3. A day job shadowing a family member or parent.
4. Work experience dates: Monday 5th June (after the summer half term).

House Points - Certificates issued next week

Liam Tushingham 750 House Points

Alex Hennessy 650 House Points

Tomas Bodkin 650 House Points

Andrew Hendry-Smith 500 House Points

Harry Vaughan 350 House Points

Edward Gair 350 House Points

House Points (W/C: 12th September) - Certificates issued next week

George Smith 650 House Points

Alexander Neale 600 House Points

Max Mahboobani 600 House Points

Edward Bridges-Pugh 600 House Points

Byron Boniface 600 House Points

James Millar 500 House Points



Freddie Phillips 450 House Points

Varen Estwick 450 House Points

Jayden Smurthwaite 400 House Points

James Hall 400 House Points

Ollie Taylor 300 House Points

Antony Harper 300 House Points

Toby Chapman 300 House Points

Sonny Chater 250 House Points

Michael Hanley 200 House Points

Thought for the week
(W/C: 19th September)

Resilience - What does it look like?
How can we develop it?

Thought for the week
(W/C: 26th September)

The REST strategy - How it helps and working
together

Mathematician of
the Week

The recipients of
Mathematician of

the Week, awarded
by Mrs Cybuch  &

Mr Zadok are:

Ollie Taylor
(8O)

Liam Tushingham
(11P)

Scientist of the
Week

The recipient of
Scientist of the Week
for independence is:

James Millar
(10C)

Artist of the Week

The recipient of
Artist of the Week,

awarded by Mrs
Ogle for his effort

with homework & in
lessons is:

Alexander Neale
(10M)

Chef of the Week

The recipient of
Chef of the Week for

being focused and
independent is:

Jonathan Edwards
(80)

Musician of the
Week

The recipient of
Musician of the

Week, awarded by
Mrs Cybuch is:

Kamauri Craig
(7C)




