
Friday 17th November 2023

Dear all who are associated with Sunnydown

Having many of the parents of Year 9 students onsite this week for the Parents Evening was genuinely amazing. Being
able to interact in person, discussing any questions that had arisen, and for teachers to be able to share details of
individual progress was heartening to see. Parents also had the opportunity to review classwork, observing progress
first hand.

The feedback from families who were able to attend was overwhelmingly positive. These events and occasions offer
the chance for parents to be involved in their son's education first hand - something that has been missing in many
schools since Covid. I am so pleased that we have moved back to face to face meetings. Online meetings are offered
in exceptional circumstances, but attendance from parents is a welcome sign of engagement with the school. Thank
you to those parents able to attend, and to those who reached out requesting an online conversation at a later date.

Sunnydown School is accessed via a one way roundabout system. This is shared between ourselves and two
neighbouring schools - Audley and St Francis. All three Headteachers have met previously to discuss how to improve
traffic flow and parking which resulted in parking bays being painted and some signs being erected. To further
enhance the safety of our one way system, Sunnydown have invested in speed humps and bollards which will be
installed in coming weeks to enhance the safety for pedestrians and improve traffic flow. Some guidance to our
parents and taxi drivers is also being established to enhance safety and make the drop off and pick up process within
our own car park as efficient and safe as possible. Your support in reading the letter sent home today regarding traffic
flow and the guidance which is being developed, is appreciated.

Awareness of Men’s Health is raised during ‘Movember’ through a variety of events, including growing a moustache.
In the absence of this ability, I am endeavouring to be in a position to complete 1000 push ups in a day (Friday 1st
December is the aim). Last week I was able to report that in training, it had taken approximately 10 days to do my first
1000 push ups. After 15 days, I had completed 2000 in total and if all goes to plan at lunch today, I will complete 400
today alone. The push ups are fun, however, even more powerful than that is the conversations I am able to have with
your sons when they join me and make an attempt at push ups, or even pop in for a chat. This open conversation about
our personal health is designed to help our young men grow into healthy, well informed men. Perhaps this newsletter
alone is able to stimulate some conversations at home regarding Men’s Health and how to look after ourselves.

Children in Need will benefit from the profits of the hugely successful Lucky Dip that was held here at school today.
Some wonderful prizes have been donated so thank you for your generosity. Helping others gives us all a sense of
purpose and appreciation for one another. Huge thanks to Mrs Leonard and Mrs Jensen and the team of staff and
students from Life Skills for arranging the event.

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend. Paul Jensen



Children in Need Lucky Dip 2023

George: My role in managing rubbish and unwanted gifts meant that I could see what gifts everyone is getting, this
meant that I was able to do my part in helping and doing my part in donations of unwanted gifts. Setting this stall
up was another role I had and I'm grateful that I was able to help. At roughly 10:00, I helped hang the bunting and
balloons and gather all the paper shreddings until 10:45 when the Lucky Dip took place. We also had a Lucky Dip
for college students from 12:30 to 13:00 so they could also take part in the activity and win a prize. Overall, I found
that the event went successfully and everybody who took part seemed grateful.

Max: The photo is a shine of glimmering light for Children in Need. We decided to raise money for Children in
Need by offering people a Lucky Dip when you pay 50p to take a random something out of the box which could be
sweets. All money goes for Children in Need. It was a successful jolly day because everyone was happy and
listened to the rules and were willing to donate to charity.

They think it's important because it shows pride and also shows how we succeed for Children in Need in this event.



Lucas: The whole of Year 11 Life Skills group ran the event. Different students had different jobs,which included:
assembling the line, collecting money, collecting rubbish, helping set up the event and collecting unwanted presents.
Everyone was professional and the event was successful with many students donating money and getting presents.

Callum: The photo was taken of the Children In Need Lucky Dip on 17th November.



James: We went down to the playground at 10.30 to set up and break started at 10.45 and at 11-11.15 KS3 started
their Lucky Dip. We first of all made a poster about where and when the Lucky Dip will be and asked them to bring
some gifts in so that we have enough and then in the day we wrapped up the gifts that the students kindly brought in
and then at 10.30 we went to set up and at 11-11.15 - KS3.

At break time I went to do the Lucky Dip. You had to have 50 pence or a pound and we would give your 50 pence
change back to you as 1 pound is too much. We had to tidy up and take the Lucky Dip box up to the door as there
was a year seven who was a bit anxious about coming over.

It's important because we raise money for charities like Children in Need. It’s also a good way to bring the school
community together.

Ty: I liked the event because I liked getting involved and I liked wearing the Pudsey headband.

Thank you to all the parents and staff who donated in support to our Lucky Dip for Children in Need. It was a great hit
with our students. The Year 11s worked very hard, it was a lovely morning - well done everyone.

Mrs Leonard (SMSC Coordinator)



Upcoming Science Assessments

Year 7 – Movement: skeleton, muscles, and joints, Thursday 23rd November.

Science Keywords of the Week

For KS3: ‘Antagonistic muscles’ – a pair of muscles that work together to control movement at a joint – as one
muscle contracts, the other relaxes.

For KS4: ‘Homeostasis’ – the regulation of the internal conditions of a cell or organism to maintain optimum
conditions for function in response to internal and external changes.

Online Safety

Please see the leaflet at the end of this newsletter ‘What Parents & Carers Need to Know about Smart TVs’.

Mr Cassim

Friends of Sunnydown

Dates for your diary:

With only a week to go until our first Family Quiz Night of the school year, it’s not too late to jump in. Bring the
whole family for a night of fun and food at our family quiz night on Friday 24th November 6.30pm (arrival for a
7.00pm start). Tickets are £12 for adults and £6 for children (under 12) and includes fish and chips and lots of fun.
Bring your own drinks and nibbles. Book your tickets here: https://www.pta-events.co.uk/sunnydownevents
or contact: friends@sunnydown.surrey.sch.uk for more information, or complete the attached form and return to the
office.

Donation Days - Do you have any unwanted gifts and or wrapped sweets/chocolate that you could re-gift/donate? We
are holding donation days on Friday 1st December and Friday 8th December at school ahead of the boys Christmas
shopping day and would gratefully receive any good condition and unwanted gifts which can be suitable for women,
men or children and sweet treats for the tombola.

Christmas raffle tickets - Hopefully you have now received your FoS raffle tickets, we have some fantastic prizes,
including theatre tickets, Christmas hampers, vouchers for local restaurants and much more! There are more tickets
available, please just let me know if you need any more! Just email: friends@sunnydown.surrey.sch.uk

Thank you so much for your continued support.

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/sunnydownevents


Drop In Session for Neurodivergent Teens

If you have a neurodivergent teen, encourage them to come along and have a chat with Laura and the mentors.
Nothing filtered - what do they need to say/ask that they don't know where to? There'll no doubt be banter, laughs and
truth bombs!

This session is held on zoom meetings to allow audience participation. Camera on or off, no judgement! Secure a
place for your teen here.

If you have any questions, please email; info@p-ast.co.uk
Please note; Laura and our mentors are all fully DBS checked and will be involved hosting the session at all times.

https://sendfox.com/trk/click/g6qzlvpx/56w47n
https://sendfox.com/trk/click/g6qzlvpx/56w47n


Pet of the Week

Mrs Gair has sent in these gorgeous photos of their dog Blue and cat Ignis.

Mrs Peterson

Thought for the Week
(W/C 13th November 2023)

Anti-Bullying Week

Thought for the Week
(W/C 20th November 2023)

Tolerance - How to tolerate each other

Sportsmanship Award

Frankie McSorley
(7C)

Employability Skills Award

Charlie Histed
(9O)

Jayden Peters
(9O)

Lithar Po-Ba
(9O)

For problem solving in maths

Baton Award

Thomas Emms
(8C)

For resilience



Mathematician of the Week The recipient of Mathematician of the Week, awarded by Mrs Webb is

Jack Gregory
(7C)

For always working hard in maths
& awarded by Mr Zadok is

Max Gibbins
(10T)

Scientist of the Week The recipient of Scientist of the Week, awarded by Mr Cybuch is

Luke Dean Jayden Peters
(9N) (9O)

For cooperation & engagement
& awarded by Ms Hristova is

Toby Chapman
(10P)

For initiative & active learning

Musician of the Week The recipient of Musician of the Week, awarded by Mr Smith is

Kamauri Craig
(8C)

Artist of the Week The recipient of Artist of the Week, awarded by Mrs Ogle is

Dominic Hanley
(9N)

For his individual ideas & active learning in art this week

Chef of the Week The recipient of Chef of the Week, awarded by Mrs Carew is

Bailey Goodliffe
(9N)

Writer of the Week The recipient of Writer of the Week awarded by Miss Newcombe is

KS3
Lithar Po-Ba

(9O)
For his exceptional use of AFOREST in a political speech

KS4
Oscar Stewart

(11C)
For a brilliant descriptive piece about riots



House Points

Ollie Taylor 750 House Points

Freddie Phillips 700 House Points

Lithar Po-Ba 700 House Points

Alfie Tharle 500 House Points

Kamauri Craig 450 House Points

Robert Hall 450 House Points

Freddie Ponsford 450 House Points

Callum Truttero 400 House Points

Thomas Emms 300 House Points

Jack Bristow 50 House Points

Sam Walsh 50 House Points

Forthcoming Events 2023

Date Description
Friday 17th November Children in Need
Monday 20thNovember KS3 Dodgeball - Guildford Spectrum
Monday 20th November - Friday 1stDecember Year 11 Annual Review meetings
Friday 24th November Friends of Sunnydown Quiz Night
Thursday 30th November KS4 Dodgeball - Guildford Spectrum
Friday 1st December FoS Donation Day
Wednesday 6th December Nick Boothroyd - Naturally Talented Me
Friday 8th December Performance at the Arc - The Return of Jafar
Friday 8th December FoS Donation Day
Thursday 14th December Reports sent home
Thursday 14th December Christmas Shopping Day
Thursday 14th December Christmas lunch
Friday 15th December End of term 1.20pm finish
Thursday 20th June 2024 Scheduled formal graduation event






